
 

 

 

1. The sponsoring representative’s first name: 

Joseph 

 

2. The sponsoring representative’s last name: 

Pavlov 

 

3. The cosponsoring representatives’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 

type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a signed 

letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at question #9 

below. 

n/a 

 

4. Name of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

City of Port Huron 

 

5. Physical address of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

100 McMorran Boulevard, Port Huron, MI 48060 

 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 

Entrance of the Black River Canal - East side along the Lake Huron shoreline, Gratiot 

Ave., Port Huron. 

 

7. Name of the representative and the district number where the legislatively directed 

spending item is located: 

Joseph Pavlov, District 64 

 

8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 

public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 

demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan Constitution. 

A professional engineering firm has estimated the project. The current cost estimate is 

$7,045,140. 

 

The request is $6,500,000, with a local match of $545,140. 

 

Replacement of storm-damaged Tainter Gate at the entrance of Black River Canal along 
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the shoreline of Lake Huron to mitigate flooding and erosion, so that the canal may 

continue to provide a safe harbor for small watercraft during sudden storms. The project 

includes necessary shoreline stabilization to restore canal banks damaged by the January 

2024 storm and collapsed gate system. The use of rip rap and steel seawalls will also 

prevent further erosion along the canal and include crucial structural support to the new 

tainter gate and lift mechanism. 

 

The Black River Canal naturally flows backward into the Black River, thereby keeping 

the river clean and ensuring a healthy balance for natural habitats and public health. 

 

The canal also serves as both a "preventive" measure and at times as an "instigator" 

during seasonal flooding, storms, or ice dams that also affects properties on the Black 

River (over 260 residential and commercial). The tainter gate system helps to minimize 

sediment and shoreline erosion. 

 

After the unexpected storm in January 2024, the city was forced to respond quickly with 

a temporary repair-the installation of a cofferdam - at the cost of over $265,000. 

Preparation began immediately to design, and cost estimate a replacement system and to 

stabilize the surrounding area. Cost estimates continue to rise and several external factors 

beyond the city's control will have an impact on the final price tag. 

 

Currently, a professional engineering firm has estimated the project to cost $7,045,140. 

This includes the tainter gate and lift system, structural supports, shoreline stabilization, 

and related engineering and design details. 

 

The City of Port Huron has a population of approximately 28,983, a medium household 

income of $49,377, and a persistent poverty rate that hovers at 22%. The city can simply 

not afford the costly, yet critical repair. Surrounding communities have declined to cost-

share the repairs as they manage their own budgets and capital improvements. 

The direct benefit to the taxpayers includes the pre-disaster mitigation of the tainter gate 

installation to minimize flooding and erosion at their home or business. The broader 

benefit regards the impact of the canal and a healthy ecosystem in the Black River, and 

the continued availability of the Black River and the canal for growth in tourism and 

support of commercial entities. 

 

The city has maintained the canal for over 70 years. Each year, the city dredges the 

mouth of the canal depending on the weather, lake levels, and environmental issues. Port 

Huron facilitates the operation of the gate to minimize flooding and promote clean water 

flowing through the river. 

 

The canal also provides a bonus to regional tourism and Port Huron's state-designated 

historic downtown. The canal is a vital segment of the "Island Loop Route - National 

Waterways Trail". It is a popular paddle craft route that connects several accessible 

launches on the river through the canal, into Lake Huron with stops at two public 

beaches, down the adventurous and dramatic St. Clair River, and back into the Black 

River's entrance at the heart of Port Huron's downtown. Paddlers often may a day or 



weekend trip to Part Huron to enjoy the challenging course and the restaurants, hotels, 

and entertainment venues downtown. 

 

The canal also provides an informal safe harbor or point of refuge for paddlers during the 

unexpected, yet common lake squalls. 

 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 

Attachments added to the end of this file. 

 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item. 

6500000 

 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following types 

of funding? Check all that apply. 

["None"] 

  

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 

legislatively directed spending item: 

Local unit government 

 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan for the 

preceding 36 months? 

Not applicable 

 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a physical office within Michigan for the 

preceding 12 months? 

Not applicable 

 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 

Not applicable 

 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board of 

directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type ‘n/a.’ 

n/a 

 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring representative nor the sponsoring representative's 

staff or immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 

directed spending item.” 

Yes, this is correct 

 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item: 

November 1, 2025 - April 1, 2026 

 

19. “I hereby certify that all information provided in this request is true and accurate.” 



Yes 

 






























































	Rep. Joseph Pavlov-2025-04-15T20_10_57.1445474Z.pdf
	PH CDS 2026 State Rep. Pavlov App. CANAL 3.25_Benjamin Ries.pdf

